FOREWORD 


THIS IS SNOW CRUISING... 


A new dimension in family winter fun, invented by the snow cruiser, the snow-time sports car that 
makes all things possible for those who enjoy their winters out-of-doors. 


Take your pick . . . from ski-joring to slalom . . . from trapping to toboggan . . . there's a sport for 
every mood, for every member of the family a go go on snow. 
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FAMILY SNOW CRUISING FUN 


How About Ski-Joring? 


A pair of snow skis,OR 
water skis with the bindings 
adjusted to fit boots, a 35- 
foot length of strong nylon 
tow-rope, and a snowmobile 
puts you in business. One 
person drives, with prefer- 
ably a passenger facing the 
rear as an observer, andthe 
ski-jorer is towed like a 
water skier on the end ofthe 
line. Use the same ‘''tow 
bar'’ arrangement used in 
water skiing so the skiercan 
"cast off'' when he. wishes. 

When stopping, with the 
ski-jorer still holding on, 
thes word. ie) "‘easy''s + cbhe 
snowpilot should reduce 
speed slowly, so the skier 
can Keep control. 


A variation of ski-joring 
is to make up a''train'', with 
the snowmobile as the en- 
pine and a two, or three- 
man toboggan as the passen- 
ger car. A longer ‘towline 
is best here, because unlike 
a skier, the toboggan can't 
check its speed. 


MORE WINTER FUN 


A snowmobile puts range 
into winter hunting andtrap- 
ping. With one, the winter 
woodsman can penetrate his 
territory further than ever 
before with snowshoes or 
dogsled. It's much easier, 
too, bringing back the game 
on a snowmobile, instead of 
packing it out, Indian-fashion. 

On winter hunting safa- 
ris when game will inevitably 
lure the hunter further in than 
he'd ordinarily travel, it's 
best to go in pairs of snow- 
mobiles. Long-range brush- 
cruising is pleasant and chal- 
lenging, buta''buddy system"! 
can help you avoid the in- 
convenience of getting lost, 


or having a lonely mechani- 
cal breakdown out in the 


boondocks. 

One thing more. Re- 
member that your snowmo- 
bile is great for getting there 
but, like an automobile, you 
can't shoot from jitveesee 
the law. 


HUNTING AND TRAPPING 


Winter takes on more 
appeal than ever witha snow- 
mobile. Now, snow-choked 
access to family summer 
cabins is no longer an ob- 
stacle to year-round enjoy- 
ment of a sizable invest— 
ment. More families today 
have winterized their summer 
vacation homes, because with 
a snowmobile, they can get 
there no matter how bad 
conditions may be. 


Ice fishermen are great 
snowmobile enthusiasts. Us- 
ing a snowmobile as the means 
to get to a choice spot on a 
river or frozen lake elimi- 
nates the danger of travel- 
ing on ice that won't support 
a car's weight. Leave the 
car and snowmobile trailer 
parked on shore, and snow- 
mobile to the happy fishing 
grounds! 

The girls probably have 
a pet recipe or two they've 
been saving for hearty win- 
ter picnics. Turn,the tables 
On your summer ice chest - 
because it'll keep hot foods 
HOT as well as cold foods 
COLD. Get the gang to- 
gether for a winter version 
of outdoor fun - without the 
ants. Plenty of warm, re- 
freshing liquids, a hot dog 


roast, and good, stick-to- 
the-ribs dishes will bring 
snowmobiling friends and 
families a new idea in pic- 
nicking that's sure to repeat. 
Rest assured your favorite 
picnic grounds will have a 
charm you've never seen be- 
fore. The beauty of winter 
outdoors has nocomparison. 

The sun never sets on 
Boy Scout fun . . and win- 
ter doesn't either. A res- 
ponsible child can handle a 
snowmobile with proper su- 
pervision, so a Boy Scout 
winter trek on snowmobiles 


should be a worthwhile pro- 
ject for Scout leaders. Co- 
operation from local snow- 
mobile clubs can be solicited 
for enough machines to carry 
the lads out to winter camp 
grounds or over trails which 
Ordinarily would wait until 
spring for visitors. 

The Boy Scouts, YMCA 
groups, boys! clubs and other 
organized groups are excel- 
lent candidates for super- 
vised snowmobile treks. The 
only problem: Try to get a 
boy OFF a snowmobile once 
he's been ON one! 


TURNING 


o 


The most important ma- 
neuver in snowmobiling is the 
turn. Turning a snowmobile 
is a lot like turning abicycle 
mr. INOtOrevycie. | he-more 
you lean into a turn with 
your body and that of your 
passenger, too, the sharper 
you'll be able to bring the 
machine around. Remember 
in turning, that you've gotto 
keep enough power onto keep 
the machine moving. Too 
little throttle, and you'll stall 
your turn. 

Try a few "lazy 8's", as 
airplane pilots call them. 
These aretwo linked 360-de- 
gree turns of about 40-foot 
diameter. Goslowlyat first, 
then build up speed in re- 
peated runs until you start 
to feel the machine "'slip"' 
sideways. You'll find that 
even when it. “slips”, or 


"breaks loose'', youcancon- 
trol it either by easing off 
OR increasing the throttle 
opening. A little experi- 
mentation will reveal just 
how much power you need 
for the snow conditions. 
Now, try some''wiggle- 
waggles'", or '''jogs'';aseries 
of left and right turns along 
a straight course, just like 
a slalom skier. You'll find 
that turning will be easier 
in one direction than the 
other. That's the way we're 
built. When you find your 
weak side, practise on it a 
little more than the other. 
Once you've mastered 
turning and handling the 
throttle, the rest is easy. 
And you can begin teaching 
other members of the family 


what you've learned. 


GENERAL 


Most snowmobiles are 
made to carry two people - 
the snowpilot and one pas- 
senger, along with a small 
amount of duffel. You'll 
find the heavier you load a 
snowmobile, the less per- 
formance you'll get from it. 
Just makes sense, doesn't 
it ? 

When you're cruising in 
the woods, watchout fortree 
branches ,snow-covered logs 
or hidden, snow-filled de- 
pressions which could upset 
your machine. Of these, 
tree branches are the most 
likely) to . be / encountered. 
Dips or holes have a way of 
becoming nearly invisible 
during the late afternoon 
when the light goes "flat", 
demanding a degree of com- 
mon sense driving. Goggles, 
with replaceable lenses for 
both flat (amber) and glare 
(smoke~color) light condi- 


tions, are useful. 


The basic riding position—sitting 


Drive ahead of yourself, 
No need to file a flight plan, 
or anything like that, ~but 
just make it a rule to plan 
ahead - even if it's only 500 
feet ahead! When you drive 
up a hill, remember you've 
got to come down it, too. 
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RIDING TIPS 


Try the kneeling position for easier steering 


If the hill's very steep, you 
should have a good plan for 
how to come down. Ifa hill 
is extremely steep, a good 
plan is to "'traverse'' down 
(or up) by making shallow 
"sweeps" across the facerar 
the slope, progressing upor 
down about 30 feet with each 
sweep. 


Test snow conditions be- 
fore taking off on any ride. 


What was true of the snow 
yesterday isn't always true 
today ,andanovernight freeze 
or snowfall can bring some 
Surprises in the way you'll 
drive your machine. Trya 
few turns and stops. You'll 
get a better feeling Gitthe 
trail, and you'll have more 
fans 


For narrow paths the standing position 


HOW TO USE A SNOWMOBILE 


Snowmobiles are intheir 
element OF F the road where 
they're the most fun. Best 
snowmobiling is over six to 
12 inches of snow. or what 
might be called a medium 
snowfall. The surface of a 
snow-covered frozen lake is 
an ideal practice area. Ex- 
tremely hard-packed snow, 
or glare ice makes for tricky 
handling. 


As with any form of 
sport, practice makes per- 
fect. Study the Owner's 
Manual for your machine, 
then head for the wide open 
spaces. A field, a snow- 
covered frozen lake or what- 
ever tree-free space youcan 
find, and practise! 


BE ALERT FOR UNSAFE 
ICE CONDITIONS! 


As skill is gained, the 
snowcruiser pilot will look 
for new fields to conquer. 
This usually means compe- 
titive events, from single 
vehicle contests against a 
stop-watch to a variety of 
competitions involving a num- 
ber of machines. Such a 
competitive meet is known 
as aGymkhana, and a variety 
of typical events is outlined 
in the following pages. 

Equipment needed is 
simple and easily obtained. 
About two dozen wood or 
bamboo poles with flags or 
pennants at the top are used 
for course markers. Or, 
you may choose the familiar 
rubber pylons normally used 
for marking auto traffic 
lanes, etc. <A good stop- 
watch, reading in tenths of 


GYMKHANA 


a second, is essential. Spe- 
cialized events listed here 
will require additional equip- 
ment, shown below their 
titles. For the most part, 
a Gymkhana is held on a 
frozen, snow-covered lake 
or tree-less field. 
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GO FOR SHOW 


There'sa little Showman 
and everyone 
Showmen 


in everyone’, 
loves a Showman! 
on snowmobiles can bea wel- 
come addition to winter car- 
nival parades and other spe- 
cial events held during the 
snow season. A precision 
driving team made up of five 
or more matched snowmo- 
biles, with their snowpilots 
dressed identically in bright- 
colored parkas andhelmets, 
makes a feature attraction 


wherever they're seen. 
With practice, close-= 
order drills and special for- 
mations can be developed for 
display on snow-covered pa- 
rade routes - and your team 
will be welcome as Santa 
Claus to parade committees 
and sponsoring organizations 
wherever you appear. Fra- 


ternal or service organiza- 
tions may wish to formtheir 
own snowmobile drillteams, 
too! 


TRIALS 


te 


Finish 
For Intermediate and 
Expert snowpilots only, 


Trials consist of one ma- 
chine at a time attacking a 
hilly, 'up-down-and-around'! 
closed course, running a- 
gainsttheclock. The Trials 
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Neg 


—_ 


peep SNOW 
DOWN 
HILL 


course resembles an Ob- 
stacle Race course, but it 
should include some sections 
of very deep, nearly un- 
manageable snow, where 
skill in handling makes the 
difference in either finishing 
or stalling out. With- 
out deep snow, averyshort, 
steep hill 
"test!!! 


. ° e 


can serve as a 
section instead. 


ORGANIZED MEETS 


Some snowpilots will eventually want events more challenging 
to their skill. Here are some suggestions which may be varied 
according to individual club rules and desires. 


““Oval”’ Racing 


Using a snow-covered 
quarter-mile oval stock-car 
race track (where you'llalso 
find grandstands, handy for 
spectators), or a similar 
track laid out on a frozen 
lake ora field; “oval! ra- 
cing is carried out in much 
the same fashion as_ with 
automobiles. Organization 
fareane Key “to ‘success “in 
holding aclosed-circuit race 
and perhaps the mostimpor- 
tant factor here is keeping 
order in the pit-and-paddock 
area. The paddock area, 
where machines are gathered 
before andafter races,should 
be roped off, and spaces as- 
signed solely to competitors 
and their equipment. 

Ideally, the paddock 
should be outside and away 
from the track itselfto avoid 
congestion. Practice runs 
should be restricted to the 
track alone,with ample prac- 
tice periods established and 
maintained. Theareaofthe 
paddock facing the track 


should be reserved for a 
"false grid'', where contes- 
tants are lined up DURING 
the event just ahead. This 
ensures a smooth race pro- 
gram. 


Ideal lap titnes come 
only after repeated practice 
runs by master snowpilots. 
When ideal times have been 
established, qualification runs 
by the body of contestants 
canbegin,withthe race com- 
mittee setting limits on the 
size of the field, and lap 
times required to qualify. 

If a FIELD is chosen as 
the site of an "oval'’ type 
race, it's wise to lay the 
track out at least 200 feet 
away from the nearesttrees. 
"Hard hats'' are advised, 
and goggles, of course. Ra- 
cing should be counter-clock- 
wise, with the -course at 
least 30 feet wide at all 
points. Turns should be 
marked to frustrate ''cor- 
ner clippers". 


GRANDSTAND 


NOTE: For full information onorganizingasnowmobile rally, 
write for the Snow Cruiser Rally book, free from Snow Cruiser 
Information Centre, Peterborough, Ontario. 
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CROSS COUNTRY RACE 


This is another test of 
high-speed driving skillplus 
a test of skill in tuning ma- 
chines to produce maximum 
power. A poorly-tuned ma- 
chine just can't be competi- 
tive, nor will it deliver the 
power required to handle the 
hills and holes encountered 
in a cross-country course. 
Reliability is vital. 

Some snowmobile clubs 
lay out cross-country or 
point-to-point races over 
distances as longas 40 miles. 
Some have run over 200 
miles! Cross-country races 
should include as many types 
of terrainas possible -om- 
itting obviously dangerous 
territory, such as stump- 
studded forests, half-frozen 
marshes, or ice, with mov- 
ing water underneath. 

Machines are run in 
classes, and are started in 
groups of three to six, with 
five-minute intervals between 
"flights". Each snowpilot 
ANDhis machine must carry 
a number - indicating its 
starting order. For in- 
stance, number ''l'' might 
depart from the starting line 
at one minute after the hour. 
Here, and in other types of 
snowmobile racing where 
there are spectators, identi- 
fication of snowpilots and 
their machines is important, 
so numbers should be large 
enough to see from at least 
500 feet away. Letters at 
least 10 inches high should 
be worn on the nose cowling 
of machines, and those car- 


15 


ried by snowpilots should 
match their machines’. <A 
good idea to copy is the 
jumper number used _ by 
competitive skiers. 

Depending on the length 
ofthe race,aseries ofcheck- 
points should be established 
along the route, both as a 
safety precaution and to en- 
sure that competitors are 
sticking to the course. One 
way of keeping them oncourse 
is to require them to carry 
3)! X 5" “route cards (wari 
a number of boxes printedon 
them, along with their official 
number. The boxes repre- 
sent checkpoints, and as the 
competitor passes through a 
checkpoint, he is required 
to stop while the checkpoint 
Captain initials the card in 
the appropriate box. Cards 
are collected at the end of 
the race, qualifying the com- 
petitor for scoring. Cards 
are then checked, and if the 
competitor has missed a 
checkpoint, he is either dis- 
qualified, or docked a cer- 
tain number of seconds or 
minutes. 


Customary Start and 
Finish lines are established, 
with adequate '"'pull-off"' 
space provided at the Fin- 
ish. When the last known 
competitor arrives at the 
finish, an official snowmo- 
bile carrying essential first 
aid and mechanical repair 
kits should "sweep the 
course'' making certain that 
no one is left out inthe bush. 


DRESS FOR IT 


Snowmobiling demands common-sense protection against wind 
and low temperatures. Ifyou'reuncomfortably cold, you won't 
be an efficient snowpilot. 


Start at the bottom with 
good quality ''thermal'' un- 
derwear which will create a 
layer of ''dead air'' between 
your skin and the next layer 
of clothing. This, with wind 
resistant pants, a shirt and 
sweater worn under a wind- 
breaking parka, or one-piece 
insulated jump suit, will keep 
the body warm. Several 
brightly-colored, attractive 
one-piece snowmobiling suits 
are now on the market. 

Footwear is equally im- 
portant. Remember, you're 
not exercising as much as 
you'd be on snowshoes, so 
feet Cool) oif fast! We re- 
commend waterproofthermal 
boots worn with two pair of 
socks: One light pair under 
a heavier, woolen set. Rub- 
ber ''Korean'"! type boots are 
very popular among snowpi- 
lots because of their foam- 
type insulation. They're a- 
vailable at shoe and sport- 
ing goods stores everywhere. 

Goggles with interchan- 
geable lenses are an impor- 
tant piece of equipment and 
can be obtained at any ski 
or sporting goods store. 
a hpeé. types of lenses are 
furnished with a good quality 


pair: (Gray, or green: for 
bright, glaring conditions; 
clear plastic for dull, clou- 
dy days; amber or deep 
yellow for  late-afternoon 
cruising - to overcome flat 
light which can hide depres- 
sions in the snow. Besides 
their light-protective func- 
tion, goggles are vital in 
shielding eyes from lashing 
branches and twigs as well 
as eye-watering wind. 

If you don't choose to 
wear a helmet, ahuntingcap 
with earflaps is second best. 
For extreme cold, a Peru- 
vian-type ski-mask is effec- 
tive. Plastic face shields 
or visors are not recom- 
mended, as the moisture in 
your breath invariably con- 
denses on the inside, cloud- 
ing your vision badly. 

Your hands are vulner- 
able on a snowmobile. They 
are out in the airstream, 
where severe cold can get to 
them quickly. A pair of 
thick leather mitts - without 
fingers - are goodprotection 
against not only the cold, 
but snapping twigs and bran- 
ches as you cruise in the 
woods. With warm hands, 
you're in better control. 
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ACCESSORIES 


As snowmobiling grows 
in popularity, both manufac- 
turers of the machines and 
outside sources come up with 
useful accessories whichcan 
add to the comfort, con- 
Venrence?.or performance, 
of a snowmobile. Additional 
carrybags, covers, trailing 
sleighs and mechanical modi- 
fication equipment just hint 
at the long list of things you 
can buy. Your Snow Cruiser 
dealer can recommend some 
sensible accessory pur- 
chases. 

The most popular and 
useful accessory you can buy 
is a snowmobile trailer, 
which will allow you to tow 
your machine behind an auto- 
mobile, just like you would 
tow a boat. 

Some snowmobile trai- 
lers are custom-built to the 
purpose, while others are 
adaptations of larger boat 
trailers, having a tilt-and- 
swivel-bed layout for easy 
loading and unloading. If 
you already own a boat trai- 
ler with the tilt-bed fea- 
ture, it can be readily con- 
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verted to snowmobile use by 
the following method: 
Remove rollers and cradle 
pads used for the boat. Bolt 
on a four-by-eight foot sheet 
of three-quarter-inch ply- 
wood for a platform. Use 
eye-bolts as anchors fore 
and aft, with new, half-inch 
manila line for tie-downs. 
When the boating season 
comes around again, the 
trailer is easily reconver- 
ted for marine use. 


One trailer manufacturer offers a pair of 
oversize skis with special brackets that 
convert any snow cruiser trailer into a 
sleigh. 
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